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POLITICAL LEADERS 
(THE COMMISSION CONVENED at 1000 HOURS.) 
ALBERT HOFFMANN, a witness, took the stand and testified as 
follows: 
BY THE COMMISSION : 
Q You were sworn in yesterday? 
Yes. 
And you understand you are still under oath? 
Yes. 
DIRECT EXAMINATION == Continued 
BY DR. LINK: 
Q Before adjourning yesterday we finished with the discussion of questions 
pertaining to Document [-154, except for two questions. How many cases of 
mistreatments or otherwise wrong treatment of captured allied flyers have you 


known of within your Gau before the collapse? 


A I have not known of a single case before the capitulation. After 


the capitulation I heard of one case. 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: May I ask where his Gau is? 


INTERPRETER: Westphalia South. 
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Q On the other hand, as the political leiter of your Gau, do you know 
of any cases where ro d were treated completely correctly, despite the 
fact that there were attacks on non-military kxxrxwkx targets immediately 
preceding? 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Was this witness informed by any sort of offical 
reports as to treatment of allied flyers? 

DR. LINK: He was the Gauleiter and the supreme authority in the Gau. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: But was there any outstanding order that required 
that his office be notified? 

DR, LINK: I do not believe that there was a specific directive 
but it would have been a matter of course because he was the Gauleiter. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDYP You mean the Gauleiter had that much influence 
in the Gau? 

DR, LINX: In the normal course of events the Gauleiter would 
have been informed of such matters. 

COLONEL GRIFFITH-JONES; Sir, it is proposed that Dr. Link allow 
the witness to give the answers. 

DR. LINK: I have asked him, 

COLONEL ORLOV: He also was Reichs Defense Commissioner, 
BY DR, LINK: 

۸ Counselor, you have misunderstood me. It was not that I was in- 
formed by the police of the Luftwaffe regarding either killed or mistreated 
flyers. It would have been a voluntary act on the part of the Kreisleiter 
to inform me. The counselor is correct in saying that I would have heard of 
them eventually but not by official channels, 


Q This is enough for me. I do not wish to go into this cuestion ار‎ d 
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any further. Regarding this complete group of questions I want to ask you 
whether you agree with me if the following statements are correct. 

CAPTAIN BUBRIDY: Just a minute. This is direct examination, 
isn't it? 

DR. LINK: Yes sire 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Let us not have the counsel testify by having 
the witness answer yes or no to questions. 

DR. LINK: I was informed that it was Colonel Neave's desire that 
at the end of a certain series of questions the defense attorney once more 
summarize what was testified to, 

CAPTAIN TUPRIDY: Well I think we could dispense with that because 
it would be covering the same meterial again. 

COLONEAL NEAVE: We decided against it, Dr. Link, at one of the 
recent meetings of the defense counsels. 

DR. LINK: We shall omit it then. 

BY DR. LINK: 

Q You stated yesterday that there was a great difference between your 
duties as a Gauleiter and your duties as a Reichs Defense Commissar. will 
you please elucidate your attitude and the practical measures you took in 
order to separate your State functions from your Party functions? 

A My basic attitude was that I believed that the leadership of people 
and the executive had to be separate. Like a red thread this basic attitude 


showed up in my entire activity. As Reichs Defense Commissar I took great 


care to see to it that the functions of the Kreisleiter did not influence 


those of the LandrHte and vice versa, that the activities of the IandrHte 


did not joctimmmmx interfere with those of the Kreisleiter. Furthermore, ' 
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in my Gau I saw to a clear cut separation between the local mayors and the 
Ortgruppenleiter, I also strove to have a clear cut separation in the 
officers of the Party although the personnel difficulties, particularly in 
war time, were very great. I admit that I found this difficult with cuite 
a few of my co-workers, The actual leadership of men is considerably more 
difficult than administrative work. That is why leaders of men must be 
selected by character very carefully. 

Q Now several details pertinent to some points made by the Prosecution 
and their charges. Will you please tell us of the attitude taken by your- 
self and by your officials and the basis of your directives towards the 
struggle against the £XXXK£x church. 

A When in 1943 I became Gauleiter, or rather took over the leadership 
of the Gau Westphalia, one of my first directives stated that I did not wish 
to hear of any church political arguments. It is a matter of course that I, 
as aGauleiter of the NSDAP, believed in God, I am, in philosophical terminology, 
a pantheist but one cannot care for the souls of the people with pantheism. 
Consequently I rejected taking away from the people something which they 
believed £kmx& they were in need of. 

Q What was the practical effect of that attitude in your Gau? 

A I had no difficulties with the Catholics and I had no difficulties 
with the Protestant Church. In order that T may give you an example. esse 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: I think we can eliminate any detailed examples. 

DR. LINK: It seems necessary to me, in order to determine how 
far the attitude of the Gauleiter has had an effect on the practical side. 

CAPSATR TUBRIDY: Does the counselor think this is going to have 


any great weight, merely one little detail between a Gauleiter and his 
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archbishop? 

DR. LINK: I do not know the example which the witness wishes 

illuminate 

to speak of but it may be possible that such an example may miXxXuxkx the 
whole situation of the relationship of Gau with the Church. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: No, I think we can Ekxyummxx dispense with these 
detailed examples. It really death add a great deal to it. 

DR, LINK: May I point out, Mr. Commissioner, that the Prosecution 
a few days ago had a Kreisleiter from tell of an example of an 
individual case pertaining to the church hostile attitude of some Ortsgruppen- 
leiter in an entirely different Gau, hundreds of kilometers distant? I do 
not wish to do the same. I want to = do something entirely different. T 
do not wish to ask the Gauleiter of Westphalia regarding the attitude toward 
the church in Pomerania or Upper Bavaria. I want..... 

CAPTAIN TUPRIDY: Let us eliminate the speeches, please. Go ahead, 
please, and have the witness make it brief. 
BY DR, LINK: 

A After heavy bombing attacks I have decorated a number of so-called 
bomb fighters. Among them there were a great number of Protestant and 
Catholic sisters. The decorations were given out on two occasions publicly. 
The Archbishop approached me, asking me to cancel a directive from the Reich 
according to which, after an air alarm Church was not permitted to start 
before 11 o'clock the next morning. \painst the Reich directive I agreed 
to the Archbishop's wish and beyond that I initiated cancellation of the 
directive of the Reich. Those are the two examples which I wished to give. 

Q Do you recall the Jewish boycott in 1933? 5 


A Yes. 
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Q What was your position at that time? 

A At that time T was a Kreisamtsleiter in Bremen. 

Q Was that an action which was executed by the political leiters of 
the Kreis of which at that time you were a part, at the directive of a 
higher authority? 

A I really cannot say that exactly. I believe that the Amt für 
Handel und Handwerk, which is to say the Office for 
was very much interested in that cuestion st that time. The Jewish cuestion 
never played any large part in Bremen since there were only a few Jews there, 

2 But the Stuermer probably also has been read in Premen? 

A Yes, the Stuermer also was "distributed" in Bremen, The method of 
distribution used by the Stuermer was open to attacks. I very strongly 
objected at that time to the distribution methods applied by Streicher. 

^ What was the success? 

A I prohibited the political leiter from distributing the Stuermer, 
When I was called into the Staff of the Deputy of the Fuehrer T made it 
my special business to see that the Stuermer would not be considered a 
Party political publication. 

Q What was your position in November 1938? 

A I believe I stated previously that at that time I was referent on 
the Staff of the Deputy of the Fuehrer. 

O You know that in connection with £k a protest meeting, exceeses 
took place on the 9th of November. In your position on the Staff of the 
Deputy of the Fuehrer, what did you know about the planning, execution 


and participation in this action? 
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A As far as I myself am concerned I can declare under oath that T 
did not take part that evening in the Protest Meeting. The next morning I 
went to the city to the Fuehrerbau... 

COLONEL GRIFFITH-JONES: Sir, with respect, ms the personal exper- 
ience of this witness on the night of the demonstration and the following 
morning is wholly irrelevant and cannot in any way assist the Tribunal in 
deciding the criminality of the Corps as a whole. I hesitate to interrupt 
because these interruptions invariably take longer to sort out the argument 
than it is to let the witness go on, but the Tribunal have laid down very 
clear rules as to what evidence is to be Xm heard and as each witness now 
takes his stand the evidence is becoming less and less relevant and farther 
and farther outside any concentrated scope of those rules. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Dr. Link, could you please have the witness 
emfine his testimony to the general situation as it has a bearing upon the 
issues of the case here, and eliminate personal details as to what he did 
or did not do. 

DR, LINK: Yes Sir. 

BY DR. LINK: 

Q I repeat my question: In your position as Referent on the Staff 
of the Deputy of the Tuehrer what did you know about the planning of these 
excesses on the mrt of political leaders? 

A Previous to the 9th of November I knew nothing at all. The next 
morning I heard that during the preceding evening and night there was a 
big row on the Ober Salzberg and the Leiter-in-Chief, Friedrichs, had been 


ordered to telephone to all Gauleiters and to direct them not to do anything. 
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Q On the basis of your position would you have had to be informed if 


such an action would have been prepared by the political leiter on the Staff 


of the Deputy of the Fuehrer? 

A Of course I would have known about that before, 

Q On the basis of your position were you able to find out afterwards 
whether the Corps of Political Leiter had executed this action. 

A I found out nothing like that, 

© How many concentration camps were located in your Gau Westphalia South? 

A There were no concentration camps. 

Q You mean you did not know of any? 

A In my capacity as Gauleiter and as Reichs Defense Commissar, I would 
have had to know whether or not there was a concentration camp located in my 
Gaue 

Q Were the people who were thrown into concentration camps fror the 
Gau Westphalia South put in concentration camps outside this Gau? 

A I do not know what happened before I took office, I do not know of 
& single case of anyone being thrown into a concentration camp during my 
term of office. 

^ You will insist on your statement that from Spring 1943 up to the time 
of the collapse you neither caused anyone to be thrown into a concentration 
camp nor did anyone report to you regarding anyone transferred to a concen- 
tration camp? 

A In my capacity as Gauleiter and Reichs Defense Commissar I was not 
informed of anything nor do I know of anything like that. Of course it is 
possible that the STAPO did something independently. I don't know anything 


about that because the officers were not subordinate to me, 
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Q In your Gau what happened to people who criticized the measures 
of the State Authorities? 

A You mean when a pro-national criticized? I myself asked the population 
not once but several times, and publicly, to exercise criticism, Of course I 
wanted positive criticism and not negative criticism, For this purpose 7 
created a Board in order that I might listen to criticism, the so-called 
Gaufthrungsrat, which was a Gau Leadership Council. 

Q Did you know of any other concentration camps in other Gaus? 

A In 1936 or 1937, I do not exactly recall the date, I was in Dachau 
near Munich, and once, at the beginning of my activity, I accompanied 
Reichsfuehrer SS Himmler on a visit to Auschwitz. 

Q Did your visits give you an occasion to find out about the shelter, 
food and treatment of prisoners? 

CAPTAIN TUPRIDY: I think there is sufficient testimony without 
this witness continuing. 

DR. LINK: May I ask whether these statements touch upon the 
organization of Political Leaders? 

CAPTAIN TUPRIDY: Anything which has been put before the Tribunal 
will be considered in that connection. 

DR. LINK: Yes, in general, Mr. Commissioner, but the point here 
is whether the Corps of Political Leaders was aware of the situation in 
the concentration camps and whether they had exercised any influence or 
whether they could have had any influence on it. 

CAPTATN TUBRIDY: What has that go to do with the last cuestion 
you asked the witness? 


DR. LINK: The witness šgoarx was a high Political I,eader and I 
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want to prove by him that even the high political leaders were ignorant 
of the concentration camp situation - it does not do me any good if a high 
police official, or Minister of the State, or SS leader declares that he did 
not know anything about it. This is a charge brought against this organization. 

CAPTAIN TIBRIDY: The last cuestion you asked the witness was about 
conditions in the concentration camp and you tell me by that you are attempting 
to prove he did not know what was going on in the concentration camps. 

DR. LINK: That is my intention but I do not have the answer and T 
do not know what the answer will be. 

| CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Very well, proceed. 

BY DR. LINK: 

A T am under oath here and I can consequently testify only to what T 
know positively. 

O In 1941 you were in Auschwitz? 

A Yes, I was in Auschwitz in 1941. 

Q Did you see there any incinerators for the purpose of burning hundreds 
of thousands of corpses? 

A Two new incinerators had been newly constructed in Auschwitz. 

Q Did the camp commander or anyone else tell you to what extent these 
furnaces were put to use? 

A I was in the suite of the Reichsfuehrer-S5., Consequently it was the 
Reichsfuehrer-SS who asked the cuestions, not myself. I learned from the dis- 
cussion that the purpose of the incinerators was to burn those who had died 
in the normal course of events, something which I thought to be an exceedingly 


hygienic measure, Besides I saw seven urns and I then heard that these 


seven urns were sent to the family members. That is all I heard about | ۸ 


he incinerators in concentration camps. 
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Q During your visit in Dachau and Auschwitz did you notice anything 
Which seemed to you a transgression of the ordinary human decencies or 
which in any other way seemed to be remarkable to you? 

A I myself noticed nothing, 

Q Did you visit these camps Dachau and Auschwitz in some official 
capacity in the execution of your duties as political leiter? 

A The visit to Dachau took place at the request of the at that time 
Stabsleiter of the Deputy of the Fuehrer, Bormann, because he wanted his co- 
workers to see a concentration camp and his co-workers had asked for such a 
chance, As I stated before, I visited Auschwitz in the suite of the Reichs- 
fuehrer-SS. The concentration camps were not subordinate to us. If we 
ourselves wanted to make a visit there, which I did not want, we had to apply 
to the Reichsfuehrer-SS for a permit. 

Q Will you please say something very briefly regarding the situation 
of foreign labor in your Gau? 

A The only thing I can say is that we did everything in our power to 


make the situation as good as possible for foreign labor. I had directed the 


Gauführungsrat, which I mentioned before, to inspect the food situation of the 


Russian workers, The Gaufthrungsrat, and, within the Gaufuhrungsrat, the 
chamber: Social Policies, found the following result: An increase of calor- 
ies would also increase the efficiency of the production of the Russian 
workers, The Reichs Food Ministry having consented to it, a test was made 
on 10,000 workers in my Gau. This test proved the correctness of the 
statements kx made by the Chamber: Social Policies within my Gaufthrungsrat 


and the number of calories was substantially increased. 
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O Of how many cases of mistreatment or mal-treatment of foreign labor 
were you informed in your capacity as Gauleiter, or have you heard of any 
in your Capacity as Gauleiter? 

^ I do not knov of any case but that does not say it could not have 
happened, In any case we paid special attention, and this is true particularly 
of the German Labor Front with their representatives, to seeing that these 
people were treated well because essentially their outrut depended on the 
treatment. 

Q Is it true that with the increase of bombing attacks you received an 
ever increasing number of complaints stating that these foreigners were better 
off in diverse directions than the indigenous population? 

A I can only say that Industry saw to it that their darlings, and they 
were the darlings because of the mass of labor which was required, would be 
treated well and fed well. Consequently I consented silently that the 
Industry could buy on the black market but not on the black market of Germany 
but on the black market in Holland. I want to say by this that these people 
were fed much much better than the population itself. 

Q I don't want to ask you about it any more. Do I understand you to 
say that primarily the German Labor Front was a competent authority? 

A The German Labor Front was a competent authority for the foreign 
labor as far as care and relief of these people wxx were concerned, 

Q I have a special witness for that and I shall no longer deal with 
this matter here. The Prosecution charges the Political Leaders with 


participation in the activities of the so-called Einsatzstab Rosenberg. What 


significance has this name for you? 1 





COM. B 
Take 1 


gis UMN 


Hoffmann 10 


A After reading the trial brief I recalled that I ran across such a 
man in Kiev who showed me a Russian painting exhibit. I only heard anything 
else about the Einsatzstab Rosenberg after my internment. 

Q Do you wish to say that the Political Leiter in your Gau, Westphalia 
South, never received any directives pertaining to these matters? 

A As far as I know the Winsatzstab Rosenberg was active in foreign 
countries. How could my political leiters have had any knowledge of it? 

Q I only assume that if some high political office would have written 
saying "We need political leiters for kx the Einsatzstab Rosenberg" that 
you would have had to be informed of it or would have known of it in your 


capacity as Gauleiter. 


A That is,per se,a matter concerning the personnel chief but I am not 


sure that anyone was required. 
Q Witness, when did you come to the realization that Germany was no 
longer in a position to win this second world war? 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: What possible difference can it make what his 
opinion was? 

DR. LINK: The witness was Gauleiter and Reichs Defense Commissar, 
and as such had a wide horizon. The Prosecution charges the organization of 
political leiters with being united in a conspiracy, down to the last block- 
leiter, in order to commit crimes in the different manners in order that 
there would not be a peace and in order to destroy everything. Now if a 
man in his position can be heard on his view on the war situation in his 
capacity as Gauleiter and Reichs Defense Commissar, then I hope it will 
give the Court a view of the lower ranks of the organization of political 


leiterse 
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IN TUBRIDY: You mean you expect other people to have the 
same opinion, you expect it to be assumed that other people have the same 
opinion that he does? 

DR. LINK: If, which is something T do not know, but IF the Gau- 
leiter and Reichs Defense Commissar only realized shortly before the collapse 
that the war could not be won because Hitler, Goebbels and company deceived 
him just like they deceived others, the International Military Tribunal 
will be able to draw its conclusions regarding the capacity of understanding 
and knowledge of the Plock Leiter, the Ortsgruppenleiter, and so on. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Perhaps you know w hat you are trying to prove 
but T don't see the relevancy of the question and I think you are max ing 


some long assumptions, 


DR. LINK: May I make it brief, sir? 


I wish you would. 
BY DR, LINK: 

0 Will you be brief, witness. Did you take seriously the ever-recurring 
assurances of peace by the Fuehrer before the seizure of power and afterwards? 

A Of course. 

۵ During war time were you in a position to get together with the 
highest leaders and there to receive assurances in respect to the victorious 
outcome of the war? 

A When I first experienced some scruples I telephoned Minister Goebbels 

scruples 
and T asked him to call on me, He called on me and I submitted my xrExxxdESOc 
to him. During his visit he attempted to show me that the foreign policies 


would have to be changed and he knew how to convince me that a turn one way 


or the other in the direction of foreign policy and by elimination of 
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the Reichs Vinister for Foreign Affairs the situation of the German people 
was thoroughly favorable. Xex We were in the Party Chancellory until the 
2th of February 1945. Adolf Hitler explained to us in a small circle 
that he hoped to bring about peace by fall, Dr. Ley called on me about 
the middle of March. May I use notes in order to repeat literally what 
Dr. Ley told me? 

CAPTATN TUBRIDY: We prefer you not toe 

WITNESS: I cannot ouote literally. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: State substantially what he said, 

WITNESS: It is one phrase - one sentence. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Can you state substantially what he said? 

A Dr. Ley told me that he had called on the Fuehrer, that he had been 
received briefly and that the "uehrer had said, approximately, "Ley, I 
still have something but I know you cannot keep your mouth shut. That is 
why I have to keep it to myself." Of course I cannot say whether those 
were the actual words spoken by the Fuehrer or whether it was Dr. Ley's 
imagination. But I mst say honestly today, sorry as I am, that as late 
as the 20th of April I believed in the miracle weapons and in good faith 
I caused my population of the Gau Westphalia South to keep going. 

Q When you finally realized that all this was fraud and deceit there 
arrived the destruction directive of the Fuehrer. Did you also take the 
attitude that everything should go down in a terrible chaos or did you try 
to save what might be saved, if necessary against the orders of the Fuehrer? 

A T must correct you to the effect that the actual connections T have 


heard about only in the witness building. Regarding the orders to destroy, 


I specifically countermanded these orders but I did not leave it like that. 
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I sent my Staff Office Chief to Reichsleiter Bormann and I informed him of 
my views and he went to discuss the closest details, Staff Office Chief 
Struwe was ordered to execute the order. Nevertheless I did not execute it. 
When Reichs Minister Speer came to me on the next day I explained to him 
why I found it impossible to follow this order. Reich Minister Speer asked 
permission to submit my directives to the Fuehrer. He did so and the 
Tribunal knows that the ultimatum was withdrawn. The same thing was true 
of the order for evacuation, I could not put my people out on the street 
during the bombing attacks, which were ordinary occurrences in our place; 
there would have been thousands of dead. I declared to Reichsleiter 
Bormann who telephoned me because of that that I could not possibly execute 
that order, Reichsleiter Bormann stated on the telephone that it would be 
my k guilt if the enemy advanced in the West. 

GRIFFITH-JONES: Which is all wholly irrelevant again. 
Tt is an absolute sheer waste of time, if I may say So, with the greatest 


possible respect. 


DR. LINK: I am just about finished with the witness, 


3 You did not execute it? 

A No, 

Q One last cuestion. In November 1938 did you personally report to 
Adolf Hitler? This was after the incorporation of the Sudetans into German 
territory after the Munich Pact. Will you please tell the court in two 


sentences the statements of the Fuehrer regarding his peace intentions or 


aggressive warfare? 
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A I cannot state that in two sehtences, it is a longer discussinn. 
I can only say that the conversation gave me the impression that war 
was to be avoided at all costs. 
DR. LINK: I have no further questions. 


(A recess was taken.) 





om B 


Take 2, page 1 

ploled الا‎ 
1150 - 0 H1039 -0019 

3 July 1946 

ALBERT HOFFMANN 


The Hearing reconvened 
after a ten minute 


Captain Tubridy. 


Document 154, 


February 


that the order was 
your authority? 


bmitted it to 


the events took place I am not clear about is 
Are you suggesting your 
without your authority? 

that even the Stabsamtleiter 
know that the order slipped 
But in your "au organization was it a frequent occur- 
rence that orders slipped out by mistake? 
A At that time there was no night or day pause. 


could no longer speak of an orderly organization. 


Perhaps you will esswer my question. Did you find 


that orders were frequently slipping out without the 
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order as I understand it 


the pc yy and the views 


were fully 
aware of 
A 


that when the Kreisleiters received 


JAW 


hey must have, to say the least, been surprised? 


The order he 
Opinion was not 
But you are 


Kreisleiter never rece 
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A I can only say, and I here refer to a statement I 


was not permitted to make yesterday, that those 
it, had not received 


Kreisleiters 


whom I was in a position to k about 


that order. 


But I understood that your explanation on this 


that it had been sent over the telephone from your 
the 


was 


we have 


Wo 


order 
command post, and that this document that 


document that was taken down at the 
is a receipt. 


1:2 


order reached the Kreisleiter? 


o that the 


The Kreisleiter probably has received the order 


of message. 


shown by this receipt 
This order when received 
have come to great si 


previous known policy? 


۰ 


ou 


your 
Kreisleiter wa 


A Yes, of course, 
vas of an order of 


position to know whether that v 


the Fuehrer or whatever else it was. 
Would it be over-stating it to say 


have been not only a surprise but e 
kind? 


to have received an order of this 
That is going too far, beca se they were made 
the publication 


Vid 


A 
adare of the view of the Reich government by 


order. 
4 


Ve will accept it, that they must 
telling us that not gU 


of the Goebbels 


Q Very well. 


% 


have been surprised. Now, are you 
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one of your Kreisleiters ever discussed 
order with you subsequently? 


۸ € "ve 8 the representative 


question f 
Are you telling us that not one your K 
tioned this surprising order to you at any 
It has not been found out how many 

received that orde 

Q But yo tell u as I understand, that you y 
did not discover this order slipped out until after your 
imprisonment in a prison camp? 

A Yes. 

Q Then are you telling 


that not one of your 


prisin 


(T 
^ a 


order with you between F ary 1945 to the end of 
the war? 


A I have heard about the slipping out of this order 


only in an internment camp, no Kreisleiter could have dis- 


cussed this matter with me previously. 

Q Are you suggesting also that some of your 
Kreisleiters never received this order? 

A No, of course, I do not want to state that. 

Q i just want to ask about another one - in connec- 
tion with it. You told us that when your Chief of Staff 


submitted the originaldraft you re-drafted it and eliminated 


r^ 
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all mention of the Party? 
Yes, sir. 
What was the dbject of doing 
My substantial position w 
not to be burdened by the executive. 


How could you eliminate 811 mention of 


you mean 


ij)xuleiter..... 


۸ I had the title of Gauleiter, and 
Gauleiter 
different things. 
a) You are sending it it to your Kreisleiter. 
A Only for information as it was customary with 
State issued directives. 


But it was customary, was it, to send it to 


your Kreisleites because they were people who had to 


assist or participate in the carrying out of orders of 


that kind, 


A No, sir. 
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1946 


vas your 


should not 


1 


the people? 


enemy 3 


have the number, please? 
, 
rtainly, excusé me. The number is 


فد 


continuing) The directive laid down certain 


as to the arre garding planes and it concluded by 





TT UIT 


d^ nN 


4 ل‎ 
o 


isted perso 
recipi 
result 
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rious punishment. 


Now, in view 


with m 


to the words "rendered 
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Dopoulatior 
Bp 


the docu- 
wonder whethe ve migh 201 Journ a moment 


the document? 


will look at that document -- 


you will read the Hess letter. Would A 


D 





1 TIT 


in the letter itself 
those security directions? Just look at 
It of ali, (And 
and ponders. Is there mything in the 6 
w&rrants s directions as to its secr 
just ponders...) 
with the inclosure 


the letter that 


Obviously 
directive emanating 
Department always p! 

MOB Section? 


$4 wem 4 
^ Lu was in 


But this comes from Deputy of the Fuehrer 
d as + ۰ 
There is no mention at all of 
A No, but my experience 
the competency cf the M OB 
4 Le 
W111 1 - 
li you say that any section or department in Ger 
many is going 
y going to make top secret of any document they send 


out? 





انا 


No. But the MOB Section was a new section which 
was 8 war necessity, and they were in the habit of covering 
themselves with a veil of secrecy. They were the only ones 
who had such a stamp. 

“o that your explanation is that 

secret because that particular department marked 

documents they issued out in the same way? 

Yes. 

irrespective of the subject matter? 

At that time we made fun of it. 

7/111 you agree with me that there is nothing 
either in the letter itself or he direction ot! 
paragraph 4 which would justify any secrecy at all? 

A l would not have issued it stamped secret. 

Q There is nothing, is there, in 
would justify secrecy unless it be interpreted in the way 
that I suggest 

A I cannot agree with the interpretation of the 
representative of the prosecution. 

Q Perhaps you will answer my question. There is 
nothing in paragraph 4 which would justify secrecy unless 
you interpret it in the way that I suggest? 


A Point 5 in my opinion says merely that it is 


merely a matter of arresting these people. 
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Perhaps you will answer my question. I will ask 
the last time. You see, the transcript will be read 
Tribunal, and if you repeatedly refuse to answer 

question they will, no doubt, observe the fact and 
their conclusion. There is nothing, is there, in 
4 which would justify secr mless you interpret 
I 
cannot ans wer 
ly answered it bef 


Ta + 
nave not 


hat I see nothing secret in par 'agraph 4e 
in 1940. And you will observe, 
that goes to all 


Zellenleiters and Blockleiters. 


goes to the Reich organizatic leiter? 


C لیرد‎ O v lu 


eAnd the Reichpropagandaleiter? 


Reichsstudentenleiters? 


Reichsstudentfuehrer. 


««. And to the 
Heydrich, of 


He was the chief of the security police, 


Under Himmler? 


Yes. 
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Q Do you know that in August 1945 Himmler wa 
issuing an order which reads as follows: (Referring to 
R-110; US-333) "It is not the task of the police to inter- 
fere in clashes between Germans and English and American 
flyers who are held up." 

A I have answered positive to t 


And thet order was issued or 


l received it 

commissioner. 

Q I am not interested in what capacity you happened 

be active at thenpment this document was shown to 

You know, do you not, that that 
that Himmler requested that that 
verbally to Gauleiters, no 

A I have heard 

2 It is an extraordinary ing, 1 ; it, that Himmler 
issuing that order Gauleiters and the ord is identical 


with the one that He or the one I sugges Hess was issuing 


orders to 


A ۱ airborne situation in 1940 differed considerably 


from that in 1943. 
Q I will ignore the fact that that is not an mswer 
to my question. Can you tell me why Himmler. should hav 


- 


been requesting that that order should be circulated to 


Gauleiters? f 
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Àn order 


be an ord 


order 
question 
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Document PS US 5! hat or Y 
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shooti civilians. I 
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a sure 


or criminal 


it says happenec 


a 


ings were lynched 


out 


The theme the 


was 


Goering. 


Verbaendefuehrers 
A 


Party offices. 


What the object of 


the compla 


transferred by wy 
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proce 


of 
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about British American 


concludes 


thot 
Chat 


discussion with 


Q 
rs 


Gauleiter 


sendin it information? 


the populations were 


of Party channels. 
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rder went also verbally to Ortsgruppenleiters? 


the Ortsgruppenleiters were to be 


sending a letter 


صط رده 
Suon‏ 


Is not punishable, 
ihat is the object of 


do not know because 


Isn't it because 
Kreisleiters, Ortsgruppenleiters -- because the 


of the population went through those 


Isn't it also because it is those persons 


J 


that the Kreisleiters, Gauleiters and Ortsgruppenleit 


contact with the people, and could inci > them to 
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enemy airmen? 
interrupt for a moment. 


point out that the 


nor has he 


Bormann or one 
been circulated. 
witness Weikenhorst, 
one of the n n co-Wo ) Bormenn, and the witness 
Klopfer has b heard ad a co-worker of Bormann.... 
"ish you would shorten your staten when you 
make an objection. We are not interested 11 if explana- 
you ,ention to the fact that 


^ 
a} 


examination. And h s tryin find out 


b 


witness does know Please be seated, and 


۲۳1 ۲ 1 1۳۱۳ JONES ء‎ 


Might it not be th& is the Gaulei 


J 


1 


Kreisleiters and Ortsgpgruppenlei 


v 


to incite, if recessary, or encoura 
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to lend protec 


v, 


Isn't that exactly what micht 


Gaulei- 


Bormann's letter 


19459 
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^ € rnt 
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CAPTAIN BUBRIDx: Please remind the witness that he is still under oath. 
(Witness is reminded.) 
BY EXIXLIXKXxsak COLONEL GEIFFITE-JONES: 


Q- Did you say this morning that "I, as a geuleiter, as a matter of course 
believed in God"? | 

A. Yee. There were a number of gauleiters who were not believers in God. 

Q. The definite policy of the Nazi Party was to suppress the influence of 
churches es much as possible, was it not? 

A. I should like to formulate it differently: To bring about a separation of 
Church and Stete. 

Q. Very well, for the moment we will accept it thet way. It was the gauleiters-- 
the hoheitstraeger dimsdis- that were to be the means of carrying that policy into 
effect? 

A. That, per se, was a task of the Reichs Church Minister. 

Q. It was also a recognised task of the Corps of Political Leiters, too? 

A. Of course, I must make the remark that the State based its policies on 
those of the National Socialist Party. The Netional Socialist Party had the 
political principles of seperation of State and Church, 


Q. And it was the task of the Political Leiters to put into effect the Party 
Ra policies? 


A. tes, Party policies; yes. 


Q. Did you, in 1931, become Deputy Gauleiter of SmppaxxSk Upper Silesia? 


A. Yes. 


Q- Do you remember e secret order or circular being issued by Bormann to all 


gauleiters in ۶ Jane 1941? 


A. May I ask for the contents of this? 


Q. I refer to document D 75. I can't give the code nuuber of it at the * / 
4 
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moment. I!11 just quote one or two extracts for you, which will show you the gist 
of the document. It starts off by saying, "National Socialis anû Christian concepts 
are ixtesonctisbie.* Tnen, I quote agein, "Our National Socialist ideology is fer 
loftier than the concepss of Christianity, which, in their essantiel points, have 
been taken over from Jewry." 

A. I recall it. You need not read it any further. 

Q. I am afraid I must read a few more extracts. "For this reason, aaso, we 
io not need Christianity." Mow, that doesn't sound like advocating separation, does 
it? That sounds like getting rid of it, doesn't it? If you don't need a thing, you 
generally get rid of it--not separate it. 

A. This circular of Bormann represents his private views. This circular was 
withdrawn by speciel order the next day. 

Q. If it represents Bormann's private views, what is his purpose in sending 
it out to gauleiters? 

A. Probably he wanted to inform the geuleiters of his private views; that is, 
thet he could possibly propagate his views as the views of the Party generally. 

Q. But wasn't it sentto gauleiters in order that gauleiters should put the 
policg into effect? 


A. Xes, if it remains as a fact; but not if a special order of Hitler withdrew 


Q. Well, we will deal with that in ama a moment. I would like to go back to 
the point that the policy of the Nazi Party was separation of the Cmrch--and not 
suppression of the Church. Let me quote another passage from this document: "If, 
therefore, in the future our youth learns nothing more of this Christianity, Christianity 


will disappear by itself." That doeen'* sound like separation, does it, or an 


advocation of separation? 


۱ 
A. When it is withdrawn, it is noten official opinion. That is ali I 
| 
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can say about it. 

Q. You sey it was withdrawn; but, six months later, in 294 December 1941, a 
copy of thie order was found amongst the papers of a Protestant priest. A letter 
from the security police E in connection with that document says that the secret 
decrees was sent to all gaur gauleiters and makes absolutely no mention of the fact 
thet it had been withdrawn the day after. 

A. I do not know of this, and therefore I cannot say. 

Q. I want to ask about the knowledge of gauleiters generally in respect to 
what was happening in concentration campe. Did other g£euleiters besides yourself 
visit Auschwitz? 

à. I do not know of any other gauleiters heving visited Auschwitz, but I was 
in Upper Silesie only for a certain period. 

Q- Why should you be favored with a visit to Auschwitz? 

A. I accompanied the Reichefuehrer SS because Auschwitz was in Upper Silesie. 

Q. I will simply ask you one further question on that. When you sew two new 
incinerators just installed, did it occur to you thet the death rete at Auschwitz 
must be rather higher than one would expect? 

A. No. 

x 

Q. It didn't occur to you as strange at ell, did it, that there تفت(‎ 
should be required two brand-new incinerators to deal with the corpses of those 
who died naturally in one concentration camp? 

A. I do not recall the exact number of inmates of Auschwitz, but there were no 
other possibilities. What else could they have done? A city of 30,000 inhabitants 
must also have facilities to take care of the dead. Besides, I za could understand 


that they wi she to send the ashes to the relatives. 


Q. But, although it was in your gau and known es a concentration camp, you 


didn't see fit toxkaka meke any inquiries about the matter? 5 ۱ 
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À. We were forbidden to do so. 

Q. Didn't that raise your suspicions? 

A. I mast say honestly that, as Deputy Gauleiter, I took care of Party matters; 
and I never felt a desire to inspect prisons or sanatoriums or that sort of thing. 
Q. I am not concerned with your desires. Did you never feel a duty,as 
Deputy Gauleiter, to try to find out what was happening in this concentration camp? 
When you found two brand-new incinerators installed, end discovered that everybody 
was forbidden to ask any guestions--didn't that very greatly stir any sense of duty 

in a Deputy Gauleiter? 

A. I believe that the Prosecutor does rot know that the Deputy Gauleiter is 
not simultanéously the Deputy Senior President. 

Q. I don't mind what the Deputy Gauleiter is. Ramxyan Don't you think it 
might stir a sense of duty in any decent, ordinary individual if he is taken to 
Auschwitz end tinds two brand-new incinerators installed for the use of that camp, 
and is told that he is forbidden to make any inquiries about then? 

A. I was not forbidden to ask any questions. I was only prohibited from 
inspecting the contentration camp without authority given by the Reichsfuehrer SS. 
At that time we didn't have the slightest idea; we didn't know what they intended 
to do. 


Q. When you found these two incinerators there, did you not think it strange 


S 
that they would need fo incinerators to cope with the dead in one concentration camp? 
there 


A. I said this morning thet /kkax were all of severjurns, and that the incinera- 
l 


tors were full. 

Q. I won't labor the point. There is one matter I went to ask you about. I 
understood you to use this expression this morning when speaking of foreign labor: 
"Industry", you said, "saw to it that ES dasha would be treated well." Will 


you look at that document;mmi I refer you to D 338. This is a new document, and wkk 


U Û 
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will become Orgenizatdons Docugent... The number I don't know. It will, no doubt, 


be given a number by the Commissioner, and will be put into the transcript. Trat, 


you see, is a special medical report by a camp and works doctor at Essen, dated 
July, 1944. lou see that it is addressed to the KVD. What is the KVD? 

A. That is the Insurence Doctors' Association of Germany. 

Q./ And the gauamtsleiter, Dr. Heinz. Is that the doctor on the geu staff? 

A. That can be assumed, but thet is not from my geuf. 

Q. But that is what if means, isn't it? 

A. Yes. 

Q. It r@eds: "The sick bay hut in Ravenhorst Camp is in such bad state that 
one can't speak of a sick kax bay anymore. The rain leeks through everywhere. The 
housing of the sick is therefore impossible. The labor supply is thereby greatly 
endangered because those persons who are ill cannot get well again. The nut must 
be roofed over as quickly es possible, or the sick must all be transferred to 
hospitals. Thismm must be avoided, because of the overbourdening." Is that your 
idee of the wey in which industry sought to see to it that £hskrxix ite darlings 
were treated well? 

A. Mr. Prosecutor, I applogise. I cen only talk £x for my own gav, and not 
for other gaus. The document comes fromf the DAF (Gerran Labor Front )--the oberlager 
fuerrung, a sector of the DAF. 

Q. May I see that? The oberlager fuehrung--that's the DAF, is it? 

A. Unless it is the Todt Organization. 

Q. It doesn't seem to me that it makes very much difference from where that 
xak document came. I am asking you whether that is what you meant by saying that 
industry treated its darlings well? 


A. I have stated before that I cannot testify in connection with this 


document, since it is not in my gau. 
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Q. Did you never go into Esse» or into the Rubr areas? 

A. Tne Ruhr aree belonged to ny gau. 

Q. Just dealing with the Gau of Essen for & monent: The Political Leiters 
must have known, must they not, of the conditions thet are described in that letter? 

A. bold c the Labor Front, andp presumatly mf a Political Leiter, 
registered a complaint with the competent authorities. 

Q. tes; but he is complaining, is he not, to the gauamtsleiter anong others? 

A. No, it is probably that he has complained to the Insurance Doctors 
Association. The gauamtsleiter was the Party representative for public health. 

Q. The gauemtsieiter was the professionel advisor to the gauleiter, wasn't 
he, on medical mattere? 

A. les. 

Q. And the gauleiter, we know, was responsible for the inspection of slave 
labor employed in industry--to see that they were looked after properly? 

A. The geuleiter was not the responsible one, but the Reichs Arbeitseinsatz 
Ministry, the Reichs Works Ministry, and the Office of the Generalbevollmachtigte 
for Employment. 

Q. But are you telling me that the gauleiter was not responsible for inspec- 
ting the conditions of slave laborers end controlling the various directives that 


were issued for thelr proper treatment? 


A. There were direct decrees amm& emanating from the @eman Generalbevolimachtigte 


for Euployaent/. 


X Q. Direct decrees saying that the gauleiter was responsible, were they not? 

å. The direct decrees went to the Fresident of the German Labor Office. 

Q. But, you see, we have a document here; ani I refer to PS 3044, which I 
will quote to you. It is a decree issued by Sauckel in May 1942 in which he 


lays down the treatment that is to be accorded to foreign laborers, and he 
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says the German Labor Front was responsible for the care of foreign labor that was 

not agricultural; and he concludes by saying this: "In the Geraan geus, the gauleiter 
will have the rights of inspection and control of the x execution of these orders." 
That, presumably, means what it says, doesn't 1 


A. I don't know the circular. I should like tofee it. 


Q. It is a decree which was issued in the dere t e BU NAST) kz 
An ov-d rove. t ek TI T Ca iat ST a T و‎ 
= cd . Rather a mockery, isn't it, that you 


as a geuleiter--Exxkkexmxw&raxyaxixnumkfx by then were you not, in Mey 1942? ... 

A. I was Deputy Geuleiter. 

Q. Well, isn't it xma rather remarkable that that decree never came to your 
notice? Either then, or subsequently, when you became gauleiter? 

A. I don't doubt it, but at this moment I can't recall it. 

Q. We will go backwhere we were. The geuleiter in Essen must have been aware, 
if he was carrying out his duty, of the conditions that that doctor speaks of in 
the Ravenhorst labor caup? 

A. I believe there is a wrong concept of all the geuleiter has to do. 

Q. We do have a clear concept of what went on in his district. I will just 
refer you to/ furbher document on this. Will you look &t Document FS 205. That wes 
enother decree issued by the Perty Chencellery and sent to all امن یه‎ tase, 
Gxxiekk zauleiters, kreisleiters, and ortsgruppenleiters. And Bormann, sending it 
out, says, "I request, in the attached copy, thatkkz the necessity for a firm but 
just treetment of foreign workers remain clear to the Party members and the people." 
Do you remember that circular? 

A. In any case, I have read it. 

Q. kkk Well, now, read with me again. You will see that there are two 


paragraphs merked (1) and (2). Then you will see thet there a is a second 


j)»ragreph marked (1). It starts off, "Bveryone, even the primitive man, has 


Ey a 
p 
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a fine perfeption for justice. Consequently, every unjust treatment must have a 
very bed effect. Injustices, insults, trickeries, mistreatments, etc., must be 
discontinued. Punishment by beating is forbidden." Had it been the practice in the 
past to inflict injustices, insults, xxeaia trickeries, end mistreatments upon your 
foreign 
aborers? 

A. We do not believe that that shows anything like that. 

Q. If injustices, insults, trickeries, and mistreatments had not been 
inflicted upon foreign laborers, why was it necessary for Bormann to write around 
to all gauleiters saying that it must be discontinued? 

A. I don't recall, but my assumption is that it is a circular by Sauckel 
which Bormann 28 transferring to the Party for information. 

Q. Perhaps you will answer my question. I am not asking you what this document 
is; it is perfectly apparent what it is on the face of it. I am asking you why it 
should ever be necessary to issue & letter like that if injustices, insults, 
trickeries, and mistreatments had not been inflicted on your foreign sleves. 

A. I do not know what caused the circular. 

Q. If the gauleiter, kreisleiter, and ortsgruppenleiter were not the people 
who were expected to look after them, why should it have been necessary to send it 
around to all of them throughout the length and breedth of Germany? 

A. It was a customary method to make use of Party channels if one did not 
want to publicize something. 

Q. ut if injustices, insults, trickeries, add mistreatments were not common 
practice// in all Germany, why should all Germany get directions that they were to 
be discontinued? 


A. I suggest a representative of the Prosecution hears Seuckel on this point. 


Q. You will forgive ze if I ask you not to make suggestions for me, but to 


try to concentrate on my questions. So far, you haven't answered my last d " 
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question. 

A. In my opirion, that was the period when Saucxel took over the work. 

Q. It might have been the period when Sauckel took over the work. It was the 
period when you were one of the forty-some gauleiters to whom thet circular was 
ax addressed, was it not? 

À. I was Deputy Gauleiter. 


COLONEL GRIFFITE-JCNES: No more questions. 
ZAXAHEKXEKI 


CROSS-EXAMINATION 
BY COLONEL KAREV: (Cont.) 


With reference to an answer you gave XXxxxxgxkxkix 
Q. Kxxxxzx&r/to a question of your attorney, XINXXAXSIXRXRWEXKIXXEXÍSIX3XEI 


fi understood this answer to state that ell gauleiters also were Reichs Defense 
Coumissars. Is that true? 


A. Yes. 


Q. Yesterday you answered a question as follows: "ii was my peculiarity to 


transfer a number of orders and directives which I did not like, not in the way they 


came to me, or not at.all." x Could you possibly mention some directives which 
you did uot approve of? 

For instance, the order pertaining to destruction. 

Perhaps another one? 

The evacuation of the civilian population from the Ruhr. 

Did you study "Mein Kampf" thoroughly? 

Honestly speaking, I did read "Mein Kampf" before the seizure of power. 

Why did you show such disrespect toward your £umkmg Fuehrer? 

I do not know whether that constitutes disrespect. 

You appreciated quite well the basic ideas of Hitler. And did you agree 
with such ideas as race theories, Jewish persecution, the diategandingxsfxpes 


disregarding of pacts? 
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=- ~ ~A. It is a matter of course that a geuleiter of the NSDAP did stend 
by the race principles of the National Socialist Party. 

Q- And you approved of kk then? 

A. Otherwise, I would not have become gauleiter of the NSDAP. 


Q. Did you receive Himmler's reports on the political situation in the 
newly-occupied Eastern territory? 


A. Wo. 


Q. Did you ever hear that Himmler did address such reports to the gauleiter? 


A. It is completely new to me. 


Q. Yesterday you stated that it happened that Goering called on you. You 
discussed with him the decree of Hitler regarding the treatment of so-called 
"terror" aviators. 

At that time there wes no question of a Hitler decree. 

But you discussed another decree regarding this point? 

les. 

The possible "lynch justice"? 

Yes. Today it is called "lynch justice!/ At that time we did not 
consider it lynch justice, but it was a question of whether police or wehrmacht 
was to interfere or not. 

Q. And Goering told you that he did not approve of it either? Is that 
correct? 


å. Yes. 


Q. That is to say, if you did not execute such an order, you might count on 
Goering’ sxaupprt support? 


A. One might say so. 
Q. Why did you issue your own orders to your kreisleiters like that?. 


A. I believe that I have explained that I xxgkzux originally intended to 
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iesue it, but then I thought better of it. May I point out here thet the shooting 
at civilian targets end populations was tremendous at that time. 

Q. Why did your ova order not mention the fact that it was an order of Hitler? 

A. Up to this point I still did not know thet it was a decree of the Fuehrer. 
All I knew about were Goebbels, Bormann, and Himmler. 

Q. In this case it doesn't make any difference. The important thing is that 
the contents of your order showed no reference to any of these. Andi the population 
of your gau was to understend it as coming exclusively from you. Is that correct? 

@x A. The population of the gau did not receive that order altogether. 

Q. If not the population, then all your gx Political Leiters? 

A. The kreisleiter repeated thet for information only. Consequently, no 
Political Leiters would have heard about it. 

COLONEL KAREV: No further questions, 
T RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION 
- BY DR. LINK:/ 1 shall try my try my best to finish by five o'clock. Colonel 
Griffith-Jones has remarked upon the fact that the heading of the outline signed by 
you reads "The Gauleiter and Reichs Defense Commissar of the Gau." Wes it augm 
customary in the internal Party communications E order issued by the Gauleiter 
and Reichs Defense Commissar,the letter only showed "Reichs Defense Commissar"? 

A. It was like this. When I acted as gauleiter, I only had the letterhead, 
"Geuleiter." The imak letterhead read "Reichs Defense Commissar." It x always was 
my Deputy Regierungspraditent Eikoff. Only if I, personally, as Reichs Defence 
Commissar, issued something, I issued kha it with the letterhead shown here. 

Q. The way it is in the Document L 154. Furthermore, it has been pointed 
ont that the Himaler order to the police wes to be distributed for information to 


tho gmuimrkx gauleiters. And you have started to answer by an unfinished sentence. 


I do not want to speak for you; thet is why I am asking you: fies it customary 


within the Party to address the Reichs Defense Commissar as Gauleiter? 
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A. The words "Reiche Defense Commissar" m&xxmxk were not a title, but a 
characterization of position. The tit&e was geuleiter. This is the way it was 
with Reichsstatthelter, which was a title. 

A. If I understand you correctly, this is wha fyou said. If a generel also 
was president of a tennis association, the general, in his capacity as presédent 
of the tennis association, was customarily addressed es "General." That is the 
way it was with Gauleiter and Reichs Defense Commissar? 

å. That is what i meant to say. 

Q. I want to read very briefly &x the decree of March 13. It is the decree 
of Hess regarding the parachute jumpers. I would like to show it to you once more. 
I want to call attention to the first sentence, which gives the reason why the 
German population should be informed about the possibility of parachuting/ soldiers. 
Will you lcok at Paragraph Two and Three of the enclosure. Out of this context, 
can you give us an explanation again of whet you think the words " to make harmless" 
mean? 

A. I have the impression that the notebooks and cards which are mentioned m 
here were to be received.// 

MR. TAYLOR: Is there anything more that he can add to this k that he 
didn't say this morning? I think it has been pretty well covered, hasn't it? 
DR. LINK: We shall be finished shortly. 

À. One wished to stop the parachutists from destroying these things. May I 
point out that this is the outline of the mugpgmr supreme commander of the Luftwaffe 
who, until the end, was against the directives which were discussed here? 

B میج(‎ Do you see the date on this? I have pointed out the first sentence to you. 
Kkxx On the basis of those two points, the stamp "Top Secret" was not merely a 
matter of routine. 


A. What you want to sey is that it was shortly before the invasicn of 
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the Vest by Geruen troops. 
Q. Could it possibly be that one wished to keep secret from the German 
population that enemy aviators could get into the interior of Germany? 
A. It way be possible, but it ie actually axxXXXXXXGUORA AGLI OUO EX PARE 
MEXEKR a mistake on the pert cf the competent section. 
&. You stated that it was not the specific task of the Political Keiters to 


suppress the Church. As a Deputy Gauleiter in Upper Silesia, in Westphalia Sud, 


do you know enything about how many Political Leiters, particularly hoheitstraeger, 
not only 
EXXixaXkx/were members of the Catholic and Protestant Churches, but actually were 


active in them? 

A. It would have been an impossibility for me in the Saarland, which wes a 
part of wy gau, to ask people to resign from their church. Consequently, ii was 
that all ortsgruppenleiters a there were members of the churchjand I would never 
bave gotten to first base. 

Q. One question regarding the two incinerators in Auschwitz. When you saw 
those two incinerators, did you think about it at all that these two incinerators, 
compared with the population of the cemp, were too large for thé normal death cases? 

A. The discussion also did not raise any suspicions in me. 

Q. How do you know that the decree of Bormann explaining his attitude toward 
the church in June 1941 was withdrawn the next day? 

A. Because I myself received the teletype. 

Q. From Bormann himself? He had tom withdraw it? What did it say? 

A. Fam It requested the return of the decree and the secret accompanying 
letter and everything else. 

Q. Very briefly, in regard to the question pertaining to foreign labor, 


The report of the representative of the DAF that in some community camp the 
rain poured into some barracks. Do you mxxiX conclude from this report 
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thet any Political Leiter may not hage fulfilled his duties? Or does it lead you 


to the conclusion that some Political Leiter mmm wanted to stop this generelly in 
notevery-extreordinary situetion that it has rained into somewhere? 

À. I would like to assume the last. 

Q. The circuler which summarizes the treatment of foreign labor. Do you 
know what I am referring to? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know, about your geu or any other district, that before the issuance 
of thie decree foreign labor wes wistreated or beaten or suffered from trickery-- 
and were these procedures stopped aftérwerds, or were they not changed at all? 

A. I want to say something sbout this. At first we had prisoners of war. 
One believed that the Russian prisoners of wer were very bad people. One soonfx found 
that such was not the case, that they were excellent for employment in the labor 
field. I do not know, but it is quite possible, that an individual farmer here sni 
there proceeded with measures which were not quite correct. I am now f£ referring 
to Russien PW's. But afterwards, when civilian labor arrived at a much later time, 
in my opinion there was uo difference in the treatment before and after. 

k Q. What hes all this to do with the Corps of Political Leiters? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. The question of the Russian Prosecutor elicited the information that you 
had read the book, "Mein Kempf/", and that you approved of the thoughts of Hitler 
expressed therein, in particular the race question. What was your idea of a 
practical solution of problems pertaining to race or pertcining to Jews? 

A. We wanted to bring about a corresponding ratio in the key positione of the 
State offices. Later, after the seizure of power, it was discussed thet they were 
to be deported to Madagascar $e to the East. That ic all that we were told. 


Q. Until what time? 
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A. Officially, we never heerd anything about the externination of the Jews. 

Q. Wasn't there some concept about it, at least? 

A. I cannot sey exactly whether it was the 24 February 1945--Hitler said 
between the lines} xkxukXixwexXamaxkka:waryxkXcaxxwkaxxkarkgd Should we lose the 
war, those who started the war would not get away with it. That is what I have 
beard during my entire professional life, but of course today one understands what 
inza is meant. 

Q. In February 1945 you still did not sortmf£ of suspect that, during these 
yexar years} millions of Jews had been exterminated? 

A. Counsellor, you talk about millions; but it wes only here in the witness 
house that it actually was a matter of millions of people involved. Up to nowl 
believed it to be propaganda, 

oppor tunity 
Q. As gauleiter, the highest authority in the geu, you had no/gxEmihiXikyx 
of finding 
taxfind/out about these things? 

It is sad to have to say that today, but the decisive factor missing was‏ .ظ 
that of criticism. Bormann and the gang around Hitler had known how to breek off‏ 
any possible donnection with Hitler. In 1938 I hed the m opportunity of having a‏ 
little longer discussion with hin.‏ 

MR. TAILOR: We are not intereeted in any more personal details. 


DR. LINK: Wo further questions. 


(The Commission adjourned at 1700 hours.) 
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DR. LINK: ʻe Shall omit it * 
Dite LINK: 
a great difference between your 
your dutic Reichs Defenso Commissar. Jill you 
© your attitude and the practical measures you took in order to 
State functions from your tarty functions? 
basic attitude was ti T believed that the leacership of people 
the executive hal to be senarate ike rod thread this basic attitude 
Commissar 
care to 0 it that the functions of Kreisleiter did not influence 
that the activitics of the Landirüte 


A 7 
MT 1 


the Areisleitor. Furthermore, in my Gau I 


31 


between the local mayons anc tho Ortsrupyen- 


clear cut so»arrtion 


s considerably more difficult than 
trative work. That is why leaders 
character very onrefull 
Now several details pertinent t ome ts mace by frosecution 


of the r 3 4 u 1 ^ ale by yourself 


strurrle 


CY, or rather took over the leadership 

first directives stated that I did not wish 

any church political arrumentse It is matter of course that i. 
jf the NSD believed in God 


LN Ra با اس‎ 


۰ 
a pantheist but ono cannot care fo 
Consequently I rojectod ^ne away from the pcop 
hey were in nocd of, 
ihat was the practical cffect of that attitude in your Gau? 


hed no difficulties with tho Catholics and I had no difficulties 


909 
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I may give you an example seese 


the Protestant Churches In of^cr 


I think we can eliminate any detailed examples. 
LINK: It seems necessary to mo, in order to determine how far the 


Jie 


attitude of the Gauleiter has had an effect on the practical sido, 


CAPT. TUBRIDY: Does the counselor think this is roing to have any rrent 


e 
c 


2 Gaulciter and his archbishop? 


A bs Ad 
و‎ merely 


17۵1 تا‎ one little detail between 


I do not know the example which the witness wishes to speak 
whole 


DR. LINK: 
possible that such an oxample may illuminate the 


relationship of Gau with the Church. 
£ 
these dot 


UTD 
d. 


May I point out, kr, Yommissioner, 


(recisloiter from 


do 


leiter entirely diffe 
to do something entircly different 
iestphalia regarding tho attitude toward 


Y 


nsk thc Gaulo m of از‎ 


Bavariae I 


"t wish to cdo tho same, 


Y rish to 


ahead, please,‏ متا 


eliminate the speeches, pleasce 


TUBRIDY: Lot us 


and have the witness make it Bricfe 


LINK: 
After hoavy bombing attacks I have decorated a number of so-called 
them there were a great number of frotestant and 


mono 


“ecorations were given out on two occasions 


Archbishop approached mo, askinr 


( which, after nn air alar 


4^ 
v 


before 11 ۵۱61661 the next mornine, 


1 


(00۲۵126 that I initiated cancellation 


the Archbishop's wish and 
ivo of the Reith. are the two example which I wished t 


Do your oyoott in 1933? 


position at that time? 


your 
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At that time I was a Kroisamtsloiter in Bremen. 


het an action which : -xz 22960 by the political leiters of 


{-} 


the Kreis of which at tho ne you were a part, at tho ciroctive of a 


hicher authority? 


122. لا‎ 
imc fur 


Jewish question 
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few Jows thoro. 
Stuermer prob: 
Stuermer also wn» distri! 5d" in Br 1 The method of 


I very stroncly 


ds applied by Streicher. 


the Stuerme 
he Fuchrer I mace it 
a + arty 
publicati oz 


hat was you 


believe + statod previously u at that time I was referent on the 


sting, excesses took 
your position on tho Staff of tho Deputy 
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ho Planning, exocution and 
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Ae «as far as I myself am concerned I canceclare under oath that I did not 


take part that eveping in the Protest Meeting. The next morning I went to 
the city to the Fuchrerbau osovo 


- 


COL NZL GRIFFITH=JONES و‎ Sir, with respect, the personal experience 


c T 


this witness on the night of the demonstrati-n ani the followings morning 
wholly irrelevant and cannot in any way assist the Tribunal in deciding 
the criminality of the Corps as a whole, I hesitate to interrupt 
these interruptions invariably . le longer to scrt out the argument than it 
the Tribunal have id down very clear rules 


d.as each witness now takes his stand 


the evicence is beccming less and 6 sleva d farther an: farther cut- 


witness confine 
zeneral situati 


the case 
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questionL In your position as Referent on the Staff of the 
he “uehrer what dic you know absut the planning of these excesses 
~ knew nothing at all, 
ling evenin 
tne Leiter-in-Chicf 


Gaulsiters a: 0 direct them not áo anything 
se On the basis of your positi-n would have hac to be informed if 
such an action would have been prepared by the .clitical leiter on the Staff 
of the Deputy cf the “nehrer ? 

Of course I would have known about that before. 


On the basis of your sition were you able to find out afterwards 


ut nothing like that, 
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How many concentration camps were lccated in your Gau West 


4, : j 
here were no concentration camps e 


ycu cid not know of any ? 


capacity as Gauleiter and as Reichs Lefense C. isar, I ۵ 


۳ us ns nz 14 
know whether or not there was p located in 


Ware the people who were thrown e C s from the Gau 
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Stats Auth 


near 
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۱۳916 و‎ which was a Gau Leadership Council, 


£ any other eoucentrati. n camps in ther 
In 1736 or 1937, I do not exaatly recall the date, T was in Dachau 


nich, and once, at the beginnine cf my activity, I acccmpaniec Reichs- 


aa 


hrer SS Hinmle 1 isit to Auschwitz, 


Dii yow visits. zi you an accasi to find out about the she Lter, 


and treatment 
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‘him that even th 
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DY: I think there is sufficient 


continuin;e 
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May I ask whether these statements 


iolitical Leacers ? 


D 54 


MIDI anytring which has been put 


nsicered in that connection, 
in general, Mr. 
Fc?1!'ical Leaders 


anc. wnacth 


any influence =n it, 


What has that ecto do with the 


witness ? 
LINKs The wit 


را 


know what was 
intention 


will 
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in “uschwitz in 191, 


sce there any incincr: 


incinerators had 
emp commander or any you t 
were put to use ? 
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4e Û was in the suite of the ieichsfuchrer-SS, Vonscqvently it was 
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f the incinerators wes t» burn those who 


n that the purp-s 
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discussic 
in the normal course of events, somethin: 
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mt crders slispod out bv nistalze? 


pause. One 


Pr NET : T- ار‎ P ates ۹ 
10۵12/101 s) 0 0 ) í rgonization, 


C 1 
A / ks] 


-orhs»s vy 3 ۱ Cu tio L ES 
orhaps wi aanerer my question, Did vou fim 
M finl 


^ 


out without the knowledge 


orders th: 


Y 


think‏ بانط 


ned somewhere 


۳۹ - ۳ L4 he X 
contradiction t the an 
8 and 


c wore 


horta "^ X S use eds 
VO, 1 | LOOSE, 


thie order here insorted 





LIT 


H1039-0069 


3 Julys-ComB-£GES-pare-1-3iolsi 


I can only say, ond I hero ‘ofer to a statement I was not permitted 


to make yesterday; that those Kreisl “ters whom I was in a position to ask 


about it, hac not received that order. 


“ù, But I understood that your explanation on this order was that it had 


been sent over the telephone from your command post, and that his document 
that we have is the document thot was token down at the Kreisleiter's enc? 
sir, that is ۶ receir-e 
So that the order reached +s Kreisléiters? 


The 4reisleiter probably hv received the order which is shown hy thi: 


very preat surpriso in view of your previous know policy? 
و‎ of course, but the Kroisloiter wasin no position to know whether 
transfer of on ord jf the Feuhrer or whatever else it was. 
say that it must have been nnt only a 
ave received an order of this kind? 
they were made aware of the view of 
the Reich government by the publication of the Goehrels order, 
Very well. ‘Je will accopt it, that they must hove been surprised. 
Now, are you tellin? us that not one of your Kreisleiters ever discussed 
this surprisin- order with you subsoquently? 
4e I believe that the representative of the prosecution cannot imarine 
the situation which prevailed at that time, 
Zerhaps you can answer my yuestion first of alle Are you telling us 
one of your Kreisleiters .o2tioned this surprising order to you at 
afterwards? 
It has not been fount out how many Kreisleiters received that order 
all together e 


1 


But you tell us, as I understand, that you yourself 
order slipped out until after your imprisonment in a prison camp? 
Yose 


Then are you telling us, and I ask you arain, that not one of your 





انا 


۳1039-070 


JulyeCom4-0ES-paze-22Diolsi 


Kreisleiters ever discussed this sur rising order with you betwecn February 
1945 to the end of the war? 

If + have heard about i ippinz out of this order only in an 
interment camp, no Kreisloiter coul” nave discussed this matter with mo 


previously. 


Je Are you 5 o th: + some of your Éreisloitors never received 


this order? 
No, of course, 1 do t want to state that. 
I just want tc k ab r thor one in connection with it. You 
thet when your Ghief of Stai. submitted the original draft you ree 
climinated all mention of the Party? 
sir 
What was theobject of doin” that? 
My suhstantial nosition was that the Party was not to be burdened 
the cxecutivee 
How could you eliminate al? mention of the Part when an order was 
issued. by you? 
at do you mean by that? 
le lf the or ler 
connection with the Party? 
ود‎ I was two thinzs:  Lauloitor on? Reichleiter -- 
Commissioner. 
But the document itself has on it == Gauleiter eeee It mentions 
your canacities. 
I had the title of Govloitor, and besides that + was active in tho 
of a Gauleiter =» which are two diffenent thincs, 
You are sending it to your “reisleiter. 
Only for information as it was cus tomary with 
directivos, 
But it was customary, was ig to send it to your 


they were people who had to assist or participate in the carrying out of 


orders of that kind, 
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No, sir. 

hat was your object in son ing it? 

The Kreisleiters woro infc. .od regarding all political events and 
things interesting to thom in ono fo : or the other. 


Q. as it not the intent in sonding it == so that thoy should not 


interfcre in the event of these persons being attacked by the people 


Oy Bir. 
Qe I will turn to another aspect of it, 


~ 


in March 1940 you were referent in Hess' place? 
4, Yes, sire 
Do you remember an order == an order here giving dato of March 13, 

1940, signed by Hess himself, which inolosed a diroctivc about the behavior 
of the people in case of landings of enemy planes or parachutters? 

f. I cannot recall such an order, in the yeap 1940. 

Qe Ë can ret the document for you if necess ary, but let me try to 
remind you by reading it to you eee (starts readine the document) 

Moy I have the number, pleaso? 
COL. GRIFFITH JONES: 

“hy yes, cértainly, excuso mo. Tho number is PS-026. 6 

PTT continuing) The directive laid down certain orders as to the arresf 
rerarcing planes and it concluded by saying, "Likewise enemy parachutters are 
immediately to be arrested or rendere | harmless." Do you remember that? 

I want to say that in my position as referent I was in charge of 
personnel, social, political and orranization questionse I did not work on 
these matters, and consequently I do not know. 

Qe You never heard of it while you were on the staff? 

I cannot, at least, recall it, 

"ell now, that document was sont out by Hess to Gauleiters with 
instructions that it was to bo disseminated only to Kreisleitors, Orts- 
gruppenlciters, Zellenloiters and D!ookloitors. Transmission by official 


orders, posters, press or radio prohibited, It was marked "Top Secret." 
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H1039-0072 


Jul y-ComB-GES-nareedeBiolsi 


It was stated that it wa s sret in the sense of paragraph 88 o 


tcich Criminal Code. WaS to be passed on only personally or upon pers 
receipt certificates to be obtained. 

Transmission was only to be throuch co rier or trusted persons 6 

n 


kin? was rrohibit: and the rosi iont was made resnonsible fo 


wes said that violat 5n of that woul result in s: 


Would you agree with me 


that there ean be ono interpretrtion to the words "rendered harmless" و‎ 


hat 
Rendered 


ho is not harmful to thi 


۲۲۵ ۳ 8 01 was 
1 


that I have not 


ion: sube 


stamp on any 
unimportant 
COLONEL GRIFFI 
( eee tO 
whothor we micht 


MIP سوم وج‎ 
inu COM) ISSIONER: 


the document to 


you will look 





IU 


039-0073 
3 July-Li-..0 -Biclso, 
you tell me whether there is anythin; in the letter itsclf which justifies 


those security directions? Just look at the letter itself, first of all. 


(ind the witness looks and ponders). Is there anything in the letter ite 


self which warrants all those dirécti.ns : 
A. (The witness just ponders...) 
Q We will deal with the inclosure in a moment. But is there anything 
in the letter that would indiente or justify this secrecy? 
he Obviously, it is like I stated before. It is a directive emanating 
fraa the l.0.B. Socti M, and the M.O.B. Department always put its stamp on 
it to make it top socrot matter. 
Q. The i.0.B. Socti-n? 
The li.0.B. (Mobilisation Scoio it was in chorge of such mttars 
Secure porsonnol for the P.rtr 
Q* But this cones from the Deputy of the Fuhrer, There is no menti on 
all of MOBS oh it. 
No, but my experience tells me that it falls within the c. mpetency 
the ii.0.B. 
Q. Will you say that any section or apeartiont in Germany is going to 
make top scerst any document they son: out? 
iie No. But the M.O.B. Section was a now secticn which was à war neces- 
sity, and they were in the habit of covering themselves with a veil of scc- 
recy, They were the only ones who had such a 
Q. So you explanation is thet this document is marked secret because 
that particular department marked all the documents they issued in the s anc 
way? 
Yos. 
Irrespective of the subject matter? 
At that time we mde fun of it, 
Vill you agree with mo that thor. is nothin’ either in the letter 
itself or in the direction other than paragraph 4 virich wuld justify any 
secrecy at all? 


I would not have issued it pet secret, 
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TIL 


1039-0074 


3 July=2..=.,0—=Bi lei. 
Q. Thore is nothing, is therey in paragrah 4 that would justify 
secrecy unless it be interpreted in tho wey I suggest? 
I cannot agree with the intvuspretation of the representative of 


the prosecution. 


Q. Perhaps you will answer my qu-sticn, There is ncthing in poro- 


graph 4 which would justify 900۲۵0 unless you interpret it in the WO 


that I suggest? 
4. Point 5 in my opini n says merely that it is merely : 
arresting these people. 

Perhaps you will answer my question. I will ask it for the last 
time. You see, the transcript will be read by the Tribunal, and if you 
repeatedly refuse to answer my question they will, no c observe tho 
fact and craw their conclusion. here is nothing, mere, in paragraph 
با‎ which would justify secrecy unless you interpret it in the way which L 
su;rest? 

I cannot answer the question from tho wey I have alread; 
it bofor o. 

Let me point out to you th^* vou have not answered it at all, 

I have said that I soc nothin’ secret in paragraph 4, 

Now, that was in 1940. und you will obsarve; will you mt و‎ that 
that goes to all grades of Hoheitstre gers including Zellenleitciters and 
Blockleit crs? 

Yes sir, 

and it 6 

Yes, 

eese ind the Keichproparnndalcitor? 

Yes, 

ees the ilvichsstuccuntcnloiters? 

No, Rvichsstudentfuhrer, 

t. the SS Gruppensuhrer Heydrich? Heydrich, of course,‏ ای موه 

Himmler's number one? 
He was chicf f the Security ro 
Q. Under Himmler? 


Yes, 





EIER 


H1039-0075 
3 July-34á-A0/-Biolsi. 

Do you know that in August 1943 Himmler was issuing an order 
which reads as follows: (Referring to H-110; US-333) "It is not the 
task of the police to interfere in clashes botwoon Germans and English 
anc American flyers who are held up." 

I have answered positive to this question, yes sir. 

ind thet order was issued cr circul-toc verbally to Gmlicters? 

I reecived it in my capacity as Reich Defense Comiissicner. 

I an not interested in what capacity you hoaprenec to be activo 
at the momont this docuaent was sh wn to you. 
that that letter was in fact — or that Himalor requested that that 
letter should be circulated verbali; to Gaulicters, not tû Rcich Dc- 
fense Comuissicners? 

I have heard of that only here, 

It is an extraordinary thing, isn't it, that Himmler issuing 
that order to Gaulicters and the order is idential with the one that 
Hess, or the one I suggest, Hess wis issuing orders t» Heydri ch? 

Tha airborne situation in 1940 differed considerably from the 
in 1943. 

Q. I will ignore the fact that that is not an answer to my uestion, 
Can you tell io why Himmler should have been requesting that that order 
Should be circul.ted to Gnaulicters? 

A. I believe it was customary to address the Reich Defense Commi- 
ssioners by their titles and not by their designation of position. 

I don't understand what you mean. Perhaps you do not understand 
what I mean cither, 

hy did Himmler request that th-t order be circulated to Gulieters? 

Probebly because, as in the case of other State directives, so 
that the Gaulicters might be informed, 

Qe Wesn!t it in order that the Goulietors should insist on seeing 


that the instructions should be corricd out? 


Gaulicters had no ^2uthority to order the police, 


But the Guwlicters could moke it quito difficult, couldn't they? 
Yes, I believe that the ordur to the Gaulicter is greatly exagger- 


ated as far as Sector Himmler is concerned, 
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3 July- ORBo olsi, 


[Me 1 


If 


thc 


LCN 


Ne received in exactly the same manncr, State 


Garlicter 1 


why send tho letter to him if it 


انا 


۳۱039-076 


vuld have even have done anything abut 


was nc concern if his 


directives of an 


forent kind , to 


rson ^1 


r ea ANTA 
i recevc 


i 


n 


Y (12 d 


Gulicter'ts mecbing mc 


Qi } N 
Tell, now, 


Y ^s 
oraer 


ano tn GF 
t 


e SWOT 1 4r 1 
I answered yes 


Docuuont r8-05'7; 


about British and umerican flyers 


coecinzs to 


inGidents witch it ha 


و ی e‏ 
Were‏ ۵( لاش 


lynshed. D 


né Lly 


yauliscteors never 


ying that no 


D 


Sa 
Who 


TOT NU ae LESE : nb 
happened wore that 


receive that order as a Gaulicter? 


1 
۰ 


prove of the 


1 
Tracr e 


protest. 


toa Goulietors4 


discussed these order which wore circulated 


nt listenin pertinent lectures, not a 


.S 


ns with you3 casues at Gmliecters! 


secret that you did not dare to tal 


r à 
RET 


JG ۱۵ 1 en 


> usual that one would not even 


rdcr for murder, 


You know the Party Chancery were 


that questicn yesterday, 
That order sets up, 


up civi- 


police measure or criminal pro- 


participated in these incidents. And the 


the airmen who made forced 


you think that thet order slipped out of 


904 
940 


ec 





3 July-55;- ال‎ -Bi lsi, 


Bormannts 


order 


contents 


( Gee cat 
.scuss t 


t es ane D 2 ر د‎ 
think LL Was 


ms the 


+ T, لهچ‎ 
۸11 


bject of 


H1039-0077 


which is in offoct an order for murder? 


disapproved of this order. 


at your Gouliotors! meetings? 


1 Goor irg e 


۰ 
wat 
WA. Uu 


Once 


Ver bacndefuhr ers 


‘or th , infor oton 
for WLS J.nicimacb;on 


of the Party 
sending thet infona^tion? 


of the populstions were transferred by 





IIA 


H1039-0078 
3 JulyeComBeCcTS-n5r76-1-Diolsi 


Urts^7runnonlcitcrs? 


+ 


o informod, 


letter like that around to 


ute 


complaints of the population went by way of Ortsrrupponleitors, 


AAT 2 ۹ 
Kroislo: ۳ 


to tho loiter of tho Party Chancery. From 


thers 


rdor in a circular 


punishablo, 
the object of so it the circular around? 


cannot judre that. == because 


roisleiters, 


population went throurh 


persons that the 4roisleiters, 
and Ortszruppenleitors had contact with thc 


people, and could 


lynch cnorr airmen? 


I -interrunt 


"my I point out that the witness for some time has eon asked thc possibl 


motive 


of ۵ circular ho has noithor issued nor has he particinated in 


m 


" e]! 


8 1 eof 34 He hrs not actec according to these orders because he 


in rospect to which he has already stated that 


a 


why this circular was issued by Bormann or ono of his aides, 


circulated in the way that it seems to have been circulsted. 


n Tribunal hears the witness wWeikenhorst, ono of the main 


0049 
w 


BI 





TAA A 


039-0079 


aroeZeBiolsi 


Bormann, and the witness Nlopfer has been heard alrea'y, also 


۱ ee ë6 6 


i wish you woul shorton your stotement when you ke on objection. e 
interested in long oxplanationse I just like to call your attention 
fact that this is n cross examination. And he is trying to find cut 
j st how much the witness does know, Please bo scated, anc let's ro one 
COL. GRIFFITH JONES: 
Mirht it not be that it is the Gauleiters, Kroislciters, and Orts- 
vuppenléeiters which arc in a position to incite [ necoss ory, -or 0 


to lynch sirmon,. It is those people you tell that received 


of thopeoplee You don't think it micht help them in dealin^ 


say == "loll,why don't you lynch the 


Some nine or ton months 
Aro you seriously tellin: us that 
jor, Arc not carryine out tho orders that Bormann expected to 
when he sent around that circular? 
nere were several emanating from Bormann which I 
GXCCubse 
Just listen to what it says in tho order which bears your name: 
on principle, not to be pro} 
ainst tho indignation of the peo; I expect from 511 police 
types. 


Gnulcitors to write if 


nly Bormanu!s circular, but also tho article ‘oy 


Gauleiter exactly what 411 Geuleiters 


iat All Geuleiters wore meant to do, 





FURIA 


H1039-0080 


Gor WAS suo- 


slipped 


and 


Lice without 


er mentione 





TELLE 


H1039-0081 


3 Jul;-M-l-la 


CA:TAIN TUBRI UY aZ Gn . the witness that he is still uncer cati 
(;itness is reminced)/ 
JY COLONSL GRIF: TTH= JONAS ¢ 


Pid you esy this nornine thet "I, as a zcaBlciter, as a matter f cours. 


number of gauleiters who were not believers in God, 
suppress the influence 
as much 


1 


ring about a separa- 


ept it that way, It was thc 
zon.relly, that were to do thc means of 


ttoichs Church “in 


Church, 


Leiters to put into effect the 


/|oputy Gauleiter of Upper Silesia ? 


you rememoer a secret ord r circular 
zaulei ters in June 


for the contents of this ? 


document D و75‎ I can't give thé code numer of it at the 


4 Renae ی‎ s x - TE T 7 5 ` ۰ 1 i 
I'll just quote one or two extracts for you, which will shew you th 


the document, It starts off by saying. "Nati-nal Socialism and 
are irrsconcilazle." Then, I quote again, "Our National 
is far leftier than the concerts of Mhristianity, which 


point ave been taken over from Jovry,! 
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H1039-0082 
3 July-iehe2a 


Ag I recall ite You need not read it any further, 

ve I an afraid I wust reac a few more extracts, "For this reason, 
we co not need Chvistiani tye! No, that doesn't sound like acv cating 
separation, docs it ? That so nds like getting rid of it, 
If you don't nee? a thin., you generally get rid of it --npt se, arate 

Ae inis circular of Bormann represents his private views, This 

iihóra"n by special order th. next day. 

we If it represents Dormenn!s private views, what is hi: 

Sen ing it out to gauleiter ? 
bably he wanted to inform the cauleiters of his private views; th 


; could possibly propacate his views as the viows cf the carty 


But wasn't it sent to Gauleiters in order that saulciters sh 
effect ۶ 
Yos, if it remains as a fact; but not if a special order cf Hitler 
throw ite 

4011, wo will deal with that in a moment. I w ul^ like co back 
to tho point that the policy of the Nazi rarty was separation .f the ure 
anû not suppression of the Church, Lot me quote another passave from this 
document s"If therefore, in the future our youth learns nothine moro 

Christianity will disappear by tiself". that doesn 

like separati does it, or an advocation of separati .n ? 


he hen it is is not an official opinions 


was withdraws hut, six months later, in Lecco tor 


this order was found amon:st the »apers of a Protestant pricste 


"» 


levicr from the security police in connection with that document Says 


L1 


that tho secret .ecree was sent to all gaulsiters an! makes 
mention of the fact that it had > een withdrawn the day after. 
# I Co nct knowof this, and therefore I cannot Saye 
I want to ask Bb.ut the knowled=e of gaulei ters ¢cnerally in respect 
to what was happening in concentration camps, "i^ other gauleiters besi 


yourself visit Auschwitz ? 





HERI 


3 July---3a H1039-0083 


à» I accompanied the “eichsfuehrer SS because “uschwitz was 
lesiae 

we I will simply ask you one further question on thate Vihen ycu saw tw 
new incinerators just installed, did it occur to y u that the “cath rate 


at zuschvitz must be rather hi her than 


didn't occur to you as strange at all,Cid it, that there should 
roquirec two brandenew incinerators to deal with the cc rpsss of those 
died naturali; in one concentration camp ? 
recall the exact number of inmates <f Auschwitz ut there we 
;o8si"ilitiese What else c-ulà they have cone ? A ci y cf 30,000 
must also have facili o take carê of the doc Resides و‎ 
ule understanc that they wished to send the ashes to 
our gau and known as a c 


any inqoiries about the matter 


thet raise your suspicions ? 
say honestly that, as Deputy Gauleiter : 15 t 


never felt a desir 


ot concerned with your desires, Did v l a cuty, as 
UG uty Gaulciter, to try £o find what was happeni in this concentrati 
und two brancenew incinerators ins talloc, anc discorere: 


forbidden to ask any questions == didn't thet very grea- 


of duty in a Deputy Gaulciter ? 


I velicve that the Prosecutor does not know that the Deputy Gauleiter 


Simultanccusly the Deputy Senior rresicente 

I don't minc what the Weputy Gauleiter is. Yon't you think it micht 

sense of duty in any Cecent,.ordinary individual if he is taken t 
4usenmwitz an? finds two bran’}enew incinerators installed for the uso of the 


cay and is told that he is forbidcen to make any inquiries 


29-47 





TIL LI 


H1039-0084 
3 July-iB-hela 


Ae I was not forbidden to ask any questions. I was only prohibited from 
inspecting tho concentration camp without auth rity given by the xeichsfuchr 
S8. At that tinc we dicn't have the slightest ideas we didn't know what th 

intended to doe 

we When you f.uncd these tw. incinerators there, did you n.t think it 
etran’e that they would need two incinerators to cope with the dead in uno 
cgoncentration can, 

Ae I said this mornin, that there were all of seven urns, anc that th. 
incinerators were full, 

I won't Labor the point. ‘there is one matter I want to ask you altout. 
I uncderstgou you to use this expression this morning when speaking of forei 


"Industry", ycu said, "saw to it that her carlin:s ul? be treat 


will you look at that document $ I refer you to D 338, “his is a 


1 


cument, and will become Organizations Document eee The 


It will, no doubt, he given a number by the Commissioner, and will 
the transcript, That, you see, is a special medical re, 
doctor at Essen, dated July 19hh. Y 
the ‘KVDe What is the 
That is the Insurance ctor!s Associaitin of Germany. 
ani the gauamtsleiter, Dre Heinz. Is that the doctor 


That can be assumed, but that is nct from my gaue 


is whatit means, isn't it ? 


;¿ It reads s sick bay hut in Ravenhorst Cam; is in such 
that قطن‎ can't spea a sick bay anymore. The rain leaks thr 
where, The housing f the sick is theref re im 58511 وت‎ 
is thereby greatly endangered because thos: persons whe are ill cannot 
well agains The hut must be roofed over as quicly as possi^l. r the sick 
must all be transferred to hospitals, This must be av ided, because of the 
vor rucernin:ze" Is that your idea of the way in which industry scucht to 


see to it that its carlines were treated well ? 
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H1039-0085 


. Wn 


3 July وصراهز]‎ N 


kê  Mré' srosecutor, I appologise. I can only talk for my 
for other cause The document comes from the DaF (German 
the overlager fuehrun;, a sector of the DAF. 

way I seo that ? The obsrlacer fuchrun. == that's 

Unless, it is the Todt Or.anizati-n. 

It doesn't seem to me that it makes very much cifference fron wi 
document came, I am asking you whether that is what you meant) 
incustry treated its carlin-s well ? 

have stated bcfore that I cannot testiry in*connecticn with this 
ment, since it is not in my sau. 
Did you nevoi into Essen or int- the 
as The Fuhr area belonged to my 
هر‎ Just dealinz with the Gau of 6 PD 1 The iolitical Leit 


must have kn.nw, must they not, h noi ti na e described in that 


of the Labor Fr:nt, and resumsbly 
with the competent authcritics, 
but he is complaining, is he not, ho the gauamtsleiter 
is probably that he has complained surance 
associations “he cavamtsleiter was the tarty representative for ۰ 
healths 


we The Bauantsleiter was the professional acivis |o the gaulciter, wasn 


he, on medical matters 


anc the zauleiter, we know, was resp nsille for the inspection of sI 


ow 
employed in incustry -= tc see that they were looked after properly * 
4e The gauleitur was not the responsible one, but the icichs urboitscinsu 
Hinistry, the Reichs works Min stry, and the Office of the General ovoll- 
machtiste for Eaplcyment. 
are you telling me that the zauleitor was nt Tes, 
the conditions cf slave laborers and controlling the varicus die 


rectives that were issued for their proper treatment ? 
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3 dulye4D--6a 1039-0086 


Ae There were direct decrees emanating from the Gcneral^ev llvoachti ‘te f 


Employment 
ve virect Cecrees sayin» that the cauleiter was responsible, were they n 

Ae > Ihe direct dec: oos went to the rresident of the German Lanor Office. 

^ut, you see, we have a document heres an! I refer t- is ; "i, which 


to youe It is a decree issued by Sauckel in May 1942 in which he 


the treatment that is to be acco ded to foreicn 12 





1 


H1039-0087 


she German Labor Front was resis ansible for the caro of fcrcicn labor that 
not a ricultural; and ho ecneluccs by saying this: "In the Garman caus, 
tho soulciter will have the richts of inspection and control of the execution 


of these crcdcrse ‘That, presumably, 


I con't knew the cirailar. I should like to 
a decrece which wa ۱0 11 ic "Torfuccun:;on, ancronun^on- 


savleLtor -- by then 


Doputy Gauloitor. 
Well, isn't it rather remarkable that that docro never cano to your 
subsoquentiy, when you 
uc will go back where wo were The sauleiter in Essen nust have 


ET N t 2 uvis 
wn با‎ Ghat 
auleitor has 


further document 


another 


necessity for a firm but just GOLD forci^n workers romain cloor te tho 
Party no:5ors and the people Jo y^v romanber that circular? 
case, I have read 


^ 


icll, new, read with mo 


marke? (1) and (2). 


marked (1). 7 off, "Everyone, even the primitive nan و‎ has 


perception for justicc. Consequontly, cvory unjust trostucnt nust 
effect. Injustice sults, trickorios, nistreatzic nts, ctce, must 

Cis continued. Punish: by beatin: Porbiccden." Hod it been the 
ractico in the past to inflict injusticos, insults, trickorios, and mistreat- 


nents upon your foreirn laborers? 


not believe that that shors anythin like that, 
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3 July-JF-l-2 
H1039-0088 


If injusticos, insults, trickor and mistreatments hac not been 


c upon foreicn laborers و‎ why was it necessary for Bormann to write 


all gauleiters saying that it must be dis ccntinmnoc? 
don't recall; but uy assuition is that it is a circular by 
^ 


"n 


Sauckel which Bormann is transferrin? to tho Party for information, 


Q Perhaps you will answor my quosticn, I am not asking y u what this 


E 


Gocunont is; is perfectly apparent wh is on the fact o: 


askin: you why it : . letter like that if 


nisireat. 


not know what caused the circular, 


5 


If the raulciter, xrcisloitor, and crtscruxpenleiter were nct tho 


e who were expected after thom, why should it have been necessary 


itroun] to all of then throuchout ti cength and breadth cf Germany? 


It was a customary method if one dic 


not want 
oS, insults, trickorios, 1 mistroatucnts were not 


conion practice in all Germany, why shoul? all c rmnany cet directions that 


thoy were 


succes! j,resontativo of the Prosecution hears Sauckel on 


4 DU OE ¢ €: IF CS cr 


tnis noint. 
You will forgive. uc if I ask you not to make 


to try to concentrato on ny questions. 


vt 


quos tio 


period when Sauckel took 
poriod when Sauckel took over 


f the forty-sono rauleiters 


circular was 
I was Deputy Ga leiter. 
COLONEL GRIFFITH-JONSS: No nore questions 


BY COLOIEL KE? 


“sh reference to an answor you gave to a question of your attorney, 


understood this answer to state thet all caouleiters also were Reichs Defense 


Di 


£ 
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^ 4^ r^ E "^ ~ "esee 
you ansvorod cstion as follows: 
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۰22103 


r you stated that it haoponod that Goerinz called on 


‘ardinz the 


TT 


thoro S question cf a Hitler 0 


n ia 


iscussed another 60 sordinzg this point? 
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H1039-0090 


“lynch justicc"? 


۲ ats 
At that 


testion of whether police or wehrnacht 


rou issuo your 7 TOC o your kroislcoitors li 
that i 
ht better of ite 
anc. populaticns Tes 


1 o 
il'olor:z 
11 متا‎ 6 


litical Leitcrs? 


Orme. 


COLONEL Kanay 


l shall try bos o finish by five c Colonol Gri 
10s has remarke’ upo o fact that heading cf the outline si 


(03311 43 + ہہ‎ 1 Mode ism lf ase C cvv Gon م‎ = 
Gauleiter and iteichs De se Commissar cf the 


internal Part run: tions that in an orl 
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H1039-0091 


cichs Defense Counnis 


only showed "Reichs Defense 


as like this. hen I acted ac cauloiter, I only 
G uloiter!', The lettorhca? road ™ 


Reichs Defense C 


ny Joputy Nesicrunsspraditent Likoff. Only if I, j;orsconolly, 
aissar, issuoc I issued 


۰ ۰ 
وم وود هر ^ 
orm‏ :11 


unfinished 


Defense vorrvisecr'! 
characteriza’ 


ERN cheat, a e EAT 
Statthalter, WALCN vc 


corroct, 


oneril 
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cippo 
Well 


sentence, whic! 
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about the 
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Anis context, 6 


menti 


shink 





LV 
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arachutis’ m Cestroyine these thincs. 
اجه دم‎ 


I point out that this is the ov’ 2 of the supreme commander of 


Luftwaffe vc int: ic ond, was Cal lircctives which were 


inted cut the first 3 0 


ES I 4.3 
matter OL rou ULNC o 


ie 


"as shortly bcforo tho invasion cf 
eod. مب‎ ٩. m ۱ 1. im ۰ ^4 4 ^ 4.7 z pa 
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